
WHAT ARE A.A.'S TWELVE CONCEPTS? 

In addition to the question of what are the concepts, we might also ask why we 

have them.  Neither of these questions is easy to answer in just a few words, but here's a try. 

In the late 1940s Bill Wilson along with others of AA's founding members and supporters 

began to see that AA was going to grow rapidly, even worldwide, and that some structure 

was needed to allow for this growth.  The Fellowship would need to deal with its 

relationships with the world around it, its finances, its day-to-day administrative operations, 

and its publication and policy decisions--all among a number of other matters that would 

inevitably develop.  Based on these needs, a complex but now-proven highly successful 

service structure was developed for our Fellowship.  There are at least two basic principles 

on which this service structure was founded:  that the ownership of AA would be its 

members and groups; and that its structure would always be democratic in thought, spirit and 

action. 

Two entities were created, chartered and incorporated in the mid-1950s as not-for-

profit organizations under the legal structure of the State of New York.  These are known as 

Alcoholics Anonymous World Services, Inc ., (AAWS) and the AA Grapevine, Inc.  Each of 

these has its own board of directors.  Additionally, some way to relate AA to the outside 

world and to coordinate AA policy and services was needed.   For this purpose, AA's 

General Service Board (GSB) was created.  Members of the GSB are referred to as Trustees, 

and include both alcoholic members and non-alcoholic AA supporters selected primarily for 

professional expertise they offer.   Also needed was a way to deal with day-to-day 

operations.  The AA General Service Office (GSO) with a paid staff was set up to do this.  

And finally, some method was needed to carry out the practical matters of AA ownership 

and democratic participation among its groups and members. To do this, the General Service 

Conference was set up, along with its participating structure of group representatives 

(GSRs), Districts with District Committees (DCMs), Areas and Area Officers, and Delegates 

elected from among these to represent them at an annual Conference meeting held in the 

Spring of each year.  Communication and participation in decision making are primary 

functions of this Conference structure.  

 Early AA members also foresaw the need for services at the local level and, thus, 

intergroups and central offices were created to provide these services. 

Bill saw each of these as working in service rather than as governing bodies.  All would 

work together in the spirit of cooperation and service to the Fellowship as a whole as well as 

to AA groups and members.   

Overall, this is a rather complex service structure, and Bill saw a need to provide 

further elaboration of the underlying principles and the foundation for how these entities 

would work together.  The Twelve Concepts provide this.  They were written in the early 

1960s by Bill with the help of Bernard Smith, a Trustee at the time and Michael Alexander 

who later also became a Trustee.  They were first published in 1962 as AA's Twelve 

Concepts for World Service.  

Prepared by the Reno Concept Study Group - December 2015 

This is the beginning of a 12 part series about the concepts. 
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ANONYMOUS 

 
In all its proceedings, the Intergroup Association observes the 
spirit of AA Traditions, taking great care that the Intergroup 
Association never becomes the seat of perilous wealth or power; 
that sufficient operating funds, plus a reserve be its prudent 
financial principal; that none of the Intergroup Association 
members shall ever be placed in a position of unqualified 
authority over any of the others; that all important decision be 
reached by discussion, vote and whenever possible, substantial 
unanimity; that no Intergroup Association action ever be 
personally punitive or an incitement to public controversy; that 
though the Intergroup Association may act for the service of AA 
Groups in the Northern Nevada area and parts of Northern 
California, it shall never perform any acts of government; and 
that, like the Society of Alcoholics Anonymous, the Intergroup 
Association itself will always remain democratic in thought and 
action. 
 
(The above is adapted and modified from “The AA Service 
Manual”, and AA Co-Founder Bill W’s. Twelve Concepts for 
World Service; Concept XII, as adopted by the General Service 
Conference on April 26, 1962. This adaptation of copyrighted 
AA material has been approved by the General Service Board) 
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Service 

Concept One: 
“Final responsibility and 

ultimate authority for A.A. 

world services should 

always reside in the 

collective conscience of our 

whole Fellowship” 
 

Unity 

Tradition One: 
 

“Our common welfare 

should come first; personal 

recovery depends upon A.A. 

unity”  

 

Recovery 

Step One: 
 

“We admitted we were 

powerless over alcohol—

that our lives had become 

unmanageable” 
 

 

Concept I - Responsibility and Authority for 

A.A. World Services Resides in the 

Collective Conscience of A.A. as a Whole. 
 

I knew early on that there was something more to AA than my home 

group, and saw that I wanted to be a part of that.  I was fortunate to meet a 

special AA member who introduced me to the study of the Twelve Traditions 

which further broadened my view of AA.  This person became my Service 

Sponsor, and we sat down together to also study AA's Twelve Concepts. I had 

been aware of the Concepts, but I had no idea about what they were or why we 

had them.   

Concept One introduces AA World Services, something I didn't even 

know existed.  I suspected that the important AA business was taken care of by 

the big shots like Bill and Dr. Bob as well as the professional folks in the office 

in New York who sent us orders telling our group what to do and how to do it. 

My thinking was not completely wrong.  For the first several years, 

responsibility and authority for all of AA did rest on the shoulders of our 

founders. By 1950, however, it became apparent that services such as producing 

uniform literature, developing public information resources, publishing books, 

and answering calls for help could no longer be handled by the founders alone. 

A serious decline in Dr. Bob's health was a major factor leading to this 

realization.  Also, AA had expanded geographically and had grown in 

membership by large numbers. 

Many early members felt that AA's future was guaranteed under the 

protection of God.  But, after much discussion, there came a realization that a 

practical operational structure was needed. The first step was to create a group of 

AA members who, along with and non-alcoholic professionals, would take on 

responsibility for an orderly AA growth.  This group, known early as the 

trusteeship, has now become the AA General Service Board.   

Bill also saw that only a representative conference would be 

appropriate as a replacement for himself and Dr. Bob.  The way to protect AA's 

future was to be found in the "collective conscience" of the Fellowship as a 

whole.  Bill acknowledges that it is difficult to imagine how such a collective 

responsibility might be achieved among such widely scattered AA groups.  His 

solution is in what we now know as the AA General Service Conference.  

Delegates to this Conference represent geographic Areas of the U.S. and 

Canada, elected by the individual groups through their elected General Service 

Representatives, District Committee members and other trusted servants. 

The Conference operates in service to groups and members rather than 

as a governing body. Concept One draws heavily on Tradition Two for its 

spiritual foundation, reminding us that God is our ultimate authority and that AA 

leaders serve rather than govern. In this way, Concept One along with Tradition 

Two provides the spiritual foundation for all of our Fellowship. Bill has 

described AA as a spiritualized society characterized by enough enlightenment, 

enough responsibility, and enough love to ensure that it will work under all 

conditions.  Concepts Two through Twelve follow to develop more detail about 

how our AA service structure works.   

 
 This is a 12 part series written by members of the 12 Concepts Study Group in 

Reno, Nevada.  Efforts were made to use simple, everyday language.  Each concept is 

written by an individual member of the group and is not necessarily the opinion of AA 

as a whole or NNIG.  We hope this series will help our community to understand the 

Concepts and bring interest to those wanting to know more about them.  Revised May, 

2017. 
 

The Bracer is a monthly publication intended for members of Alcoholics Anonymous and their families only.  It is about, by and for members 
of the fellowship.  Opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of A.A. as a whole or NNIG.  For article submissions or comments, 

email the Editor at nnigbracer@gmail.com 
Deadline for submission is the last Friday of the month. 

 

mailto:nnigbracer@gmail.com
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MORE AREA EVENTS  

N N I G  EVENTS EVENTS HOSTED BY NORTHERN NEVADA 
INTERGROUP TO SUPPORT CENTRAL OFFICE 

 

 

Save the 
Date 

Seniors in 
Sobriety 

12th Annual 
International 
Conference 

May 19, 2019 

Silver Legacy 
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For more event information contact Central Office @ 355-1151 or nnig.org 

AA 
ANSWERING 

SERVICE 
NUMBERS 

Reno, Sparks, Carson City and all  of  
Northern Nevada: (775) 355-1151 
Las Vegas and all of Southern Nevada:   
(702) 598-1888 
Mammoth Lake: (760) 934-3434 
North Lake Tahoe: (530) 546-1126 
South Lake Tahoe: (530) 541-1243           
Susanville, CA: (775) 355-1151 

 

High Sierra 
Women Only Group 

Tuesday 12:00 PM 
Methodist Church 

205 North Fowler @Church Street 

Bishop, CA 

 

Young Whipper-
Snappers 
Saturday 7:30 PM 

1276 Pit Road, Suite 4 

Gardnerville, NV 

 

Back to the 40’s 
 

1:00 PM Saturday 
Triangle Club 

635 S. Wells Ave. 

Reno, NV 
 

 

Music 

Meeting 

Sunday 2:30 pm 
Alano Club 

1640 Prater Way 

Sparks, NV 

 

 

Out and Sober 
 

Wednesday 6:30 PM 
 

1745 S. Wells Ave. 
 

Reno, NV 
 

Dear NNIG Fellowship,  

 

Volunteer hours- 170  hours 

Calls into Central Office: 

Calls for AA help - 5 

Calls for Alanon/Alateen - 1 

Meeting information- 35 

Retail / merchandise- 19 

Other 12 step programs- 1 

Events - 5 

Business/Central office- 63 

Visitors – 193 

 

Kind of slow for December with all the holidays but 

we are looking forward to this New Year. So many 

new things for NNIG and Central Office. The new 

website will be launched early this year and we are 

getting an Archives Committee established. There 

are four new or updated pamphlets, “Women in AA”, 

“The ‘God‘ Word”, “ AA for Alcoholics with Mental 

Issues”, and “ LGBTQ Alcoholics in AA” and a new 

Grapevine book  “One Big Tent” come in to the office 

and check them out. This year at the office we are 

going to focus on commutation and involvement. If 

there is any information any one feels is important 

please pass it on to the office and as always if there 

is anything we at Central Office can do to help an 

individual  or a group please call, email or stop by. 

Ronda 

Central Office Manager 
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District Meetings 
DISTRICT-2 Second Thursday of each month, 6:30 PM-Reno 

Central Office, 436 S. Rock Blvd. Reno 

DISTRICT 4   First Thursday of each month, 7:00 PM-Reno 
Triangle Club, 635 S. Wells Avenue Reno 

DISTRICT 6   2nd Sunday of even numbered months-For 
information email district6@nevadaarea42.org 

DISTRICT 8   First Sunday, 3:30 p.m. on odd months  

Call  (760) 937-8407 

DISTRICT 10A   Third Sunday of every other month, 1:30 PM 
680 River St. Elko, NV 

DISTRICT 10B   Last Sunday Odd Numbered Months @ 
10:00AM  Rotating Group Locations – 
Call  (775)403-0869 

DISTRICT 11   Only holds meetings 4 time a year, call DCM 

DISTRICT 12   2nd Saturday of each Month at 5:00 PM- 457 
Esmeralda Street Wolf Center, Fallon NV 

DISTRICT 14   3rd Mon of each “Odd” month at 6:00 PM -265 
Bear Street in Kings Beach CA                     

DISTRICT 16    Meeting is held 3rd Tuesday of the month 
Sparks Family Christian Church 510 Greenbrae 
Blvd 6:00PM-7:00PM 

DISTRICT 18    DARK DISTRICT 

DISTRICT 20  First Saturday of every month 1:30 PM- 50 
South Weatherlow, Susanville 

DISTRICT 22 Last Saturday of each Month at 5:00 PM 433     
Pyramid Way 

 

N.N.I.G. STEERING COMMITTEE 
Last Tuesday of each month, 5:30 PM 

Central Office, 436 S. Rock Blvd., Sparks 

N.N.I.G. BUSINESS MEETING 
First Tuesday of each month, 6:30 PM 

Alano Club, 1640 Prater Way, Sparks 

N.N.I.G. MONTHLY  

SPEAKER MEETING 
7:00 PM Silver Legacy - Silver Baron A 

N.N.I.G CPC/PI 
Second Sunday of each month, 2:00 – 3:30 PM 

Central Office 436 S. Rock Blvd., Sparks 

N.N.I.G. H&I 
Last Thursday of each month, 5:15 PM 

Central Office 436 S. Rock Blvd., Sparks 

Submit this form or call Central Office to get on the list. 

12 STEP Volunteer Application Form 

 
Name:  ______________________________________   Date:  _____________________ 
 
Sobriety Date:  ________________________________   Gender:  Male ___  Female ____ 
 
Phone #  _______________________     Location/City:  __________________________________ 
 
Available:   Days:  ___________________________  Times: ___________________________ 

AREA CLUBS 
Reno / Sparks Clubs 
Alano Club Sparks, 1640 Prater Way (775) 359-2727 
Driars Club Reno 345 S. Wells Avenue (775) 324-9210 
Triangle Club Reno 635 S Wells Avenue (775) 324-7977 
Clubs outside Reno/Sparks Area 
Alano Club Carson City, 1800 HWY 50 East (775) 882-0443 
Bishop Alano Club (760) 873-6700 
Elko Alano Club (775) 738-4747 
Las Vegas Triangle Club (702) 435-0597 
South Lake Tahoe (530) 541-1243 
Susanville (530) 257-2880 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
H&I, BRIDGING THE GAP 
LAST THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 

5:15 PM, CENTRAL OFFICE 
CPC/PI 2ND

 SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH, 
2:00 PM, CENTRAL OFFICE 
 
 

 

 

YPAA MEETINGS 
TITYPAA, 1ST

 & 3RD
 SUNDAY 6:30 

PM, 8425 DOLLY VARDEN AVE, KINGS 

BEACH, CA 
 RENVYPAA 2ND&4TH

 SUNDAY 4:00 

PM, 635 WELLS AVE., UPSTAIRS 
 

 

 
Volunteers are needed to take meetings into hospitals, institutions 

and treatment centers. Please contact Central Office or Treatment 

Chair Rob L. for more information. 

AA Service in Jails 2019 
      Men and women are needed to 
take meetings into Parr Blvd 
Detention Center. Currently there are 
two women’s meetings per month 
and one men’s meeting per week. If 
you would like to be of service, please 
come fill out an application, available 
at Central Office or from your 
Intergroup Rep. Volunteers must 
attend mandatory orientation 
February 23, 2019. For more info, 
contact Corrections Committee. 
 

Ashley B. abbvcpg15@gmail.com  
Charlotte C. ccoxboog111@gmail.com 

mailto:district6@nevadaarea42.org
tel:%28760%29%20937-8407
tel:%28775%29403-0869
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The Mommy Track 
The fast path to being the drunk 
she swore she'd never be 

Like any kid, I dreamed of what I'd be when I 
grew up. At times I'd think of being a cowgirl or maybe a 
superwoman. As I got older, my ideas turned more to 
dude rancher and horse farmer. Next, I seriously 
considered being a nun and living a life of service to 
Jesus. When I got married at age seventeen, I knew I'd 
really found my calling. I promised myself I'd be the best 
wife, homemaker, and mother in the world. 

The one thing I swore I'd never be was an 
alcoholic, a drunk like my mother. I still held onto the pain 
and anger of her drinking. How could I ever forget the 
terror of the bus trip my sister and I were forced to take 
when she took us away from my father so she could 
remarry her first husband and have us meet our half-
sister? 

In California, I entered a world strange and 
completely different from the Southern town of the 1950s 
where I'd spent my life, a world where I had to join a 
gang in order to survive getting to and from school. Our 
stepfather, in his drunkenness, would try to molest my 

little sister and me. My mother lived to drink and dance 
and party, seemingly oblivious to our pain and fear. I 
became filled with resentment and hate. 

Over the twelve years of my marriage, I kept that 
promise to myself, I thought. I drank on special occasions 
like holidays and birthdays, and usually got drunk when I 
did. I had no idea this was a problem. In fact, it seemed 
to me my drunken antics were a source of fun and hilarity 
for everyone, including me. 

I could not understand why I felt constantly 
irritable, restless, and discontented. My husband and I 

had great jobs, a nice house decorated just the way we 
wanted, and a sweet little boy who was doing well in 
school. Still, I continually insisted we change something in 
our lives: rearrange the furniture, paint the house, even 
move or change jobs--anything to keep me busy and fill 
the hole inside me. 

I had periodic fits of anger and depression that 
frightened my husband and child. I could not explain to 
them or to myself why I cried uncontrollably for an hour 
or more, or why I didn't get out of bed for a whole 
weekend. On the other hand, there were times when my 
energy knew no bounds and I appeared happy and 

contented. I knew something was terribly wrong, but 
because I had no idea what it was, I ended up blaming 
my husband and the responsibilities of being a wife and 
mother. It's hard to believe, looking back, that I made 
decisions and took actions that looked suspiciously like my 
mother's. 

One day, I announced to my husband that I 
wanted a divorce. I did not love him anymore and I was 
leaving him and our son. I hardened my heart to his pleas 
and my little boy's desperate crying. With my sick will, I 
walked, out on both of them. 

The next eleven years were filled with career and 
financial successes, and with increased drinking and 
partying. God had no place in my life for a long time. My 
guilt and self-centered attitude led me to believe that God 
was nothing more than the creator of nature and had 
absolutely nothing to do with me. I focused completely on 
work and running in the fast lane. 

My son and I came to some terms with our 
situation. By the time he was fourteen, he, too, started 
drinking, using drugs, and getting into minor scrapes. He 
lived with me for a few months, but I sent him back to his 
father when he got to be too much to handle. Once again, 
I abdicated my role as his mother. 

The next several years were a blur of drinking 
bouts, remorse, and despair, although I usually managed 
to maintain the outside appearance of normality. Deep 
inside, I knew things were slipping. In drunken cries to 
God, I demanded he tell me what was wrong with me. I 
felt insane and hopeless. More and more, I saw myself as 

my mother, the woman I'd hated for so long. 
After one drinking spree, I came back to 

consciousness sicker than ever. It was July 1, 1984. 
Sitting on the side of my bed, feeling a loneliness that was 
indescribable, I put my head in my hands and sincerely 
cried out, "God, please help me!" 

Oh, so quietly, the name of a casual friend came 
to my befuddled mind. He had been in a Twelve Step 
recovery program for a number of years, and although he 
was no longer one of my crowd, I did not question, "Why 
this man?" I picked up the phone and experienced the 

miracle of remembering his number. In hindsight, I have 
no doubt God was answering my prayer. 

With this man's direction, I started going to AA 
meetings and began a journey of physical, mental, and 
spiritual recovery. Even though I was grateful arid 
relieved to discover what was wrong with me--that I was 
an alcoholic sick in body, mind, and spirit--I still had great 
fear and anger at the thought of never having another 
drink. 

The years since that July morning have been both 
painful and glorious. Looking at myself and accepting my 
powerlessness over everything and everyone in my life 

opened the door to total acceptance of the power of God. 
I am now a regular human being with some inherent sins 
and faults, but with a spiritual solution that solves all my 
problems. I know I will never be able to drink with 
impunity but--miracle of miracles--I don't want to. And I 
will never have to, as long as I keep close to God and try 
to practice his principles. 

Along with my freedom from the obsession to 
drink, a great many other special gifts have come into my 
life. I have a wonderful husband, also in recovery, and a 
strong and healthy relationship with my son, who is my 

best friend. It's amazing that today he is proud to have 
his two adorable daughters call me "Grandma." My 
husband and I pray together on a regular basis and were 
both baptized at the same time in our local church with 
family and many friends there to support us. I have a job 
that allows me to be of service and to actually use my 
past to help others. 

And my mother? God works in such wondrous 
ways. After thirty long years of not speaking with or 
seeing my mother, my heart was opened to the idea of 
reaching out to her. My sister, Susan, gave me her 
address and I sent a short note asking my mother if she'd 

like to be in contact with me after all this time. Her return 
letter was immediate, warm, and welcoming. At the end 
of it she wrote, "Peggy, I hope you know that what I did 
was never meant to harm you." God bless her! Of course I 
knew. After all, I grew up just like her. 

 
Peggy B.C., Fairfield Glade, Tennessee  

Copyright © The AA Grapevine, Inc. (June 2006).  
Reprinted with permission. 



NNIG FINANCIAL REPORT                      Page 7



Page 8 

PROFIT & LOSS STATEMENT          
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The Luckiest Mom 
One of the promises in 
the Big Book talks 
about not regretting 
the past, nor shutting 
the door on it. My past 
was filled with shame, 
degradation, and 
terrible losses because 
of my alcoholism. But 
when a loving sponsor 
guided me through the 

Steps, I experienced both divine and human forgiveness. 
The greatest pain that resulted from my alcoholism 

came from losing my baby daughter. I made a decision to 

give her up for adoption before she was born. In 1971, my 
drinking was out of control prior to my pregnancy. The only 
reason I didn't drink while pregnant was because alcohol 
made me sick. 

I went through the nine months dry and filled with 
self-hatred, shame, depression, and terrible guilt. I used an 
adoption agency that, in those days, offered no counseling to 
me. Every day I woke up with a sense of total uncertainty. I 
did not feel capable of raising a child by myself, and deep 
down I didn't feel as though I deserved a child because I was 
so very bad. When she was born, I held her briefly before she 
left for her new world. A piece of my soul died when they took 
her away. 

For the next eight years, I tried to drink myself to 
death, tried to block out the misery and pain I felt. Although I 
was always unsuccessful at suicide, alcoholism is a very slow 
suicide. I was unable to maintain relationships, jobs, dreams, 
plans, and eventually, unable to maintain anything. 

My disease progressed quickly and I became totally 
immersed in a vodka bottle. My family offered me money to 
get rid of me. I was arrested; my friends sat on bar stools in 
dark, seedy places; and I whirled through the lives of many 
innocent people, leaving wreckage wherever I went. 

I became hopeless. I thought about my daughter 
whenever I saw a child. I worried about her safety and 
wallowed in self-pity over my decision to give her up. I was a 
drunken martyr and not a pretty sight. It seemed that I had 
lost everything important. 

It is only by God's grace that I am sober today and I 
am grateful to be a member of Alcoholics Anonymous. In AA, 
I found the opportunity to face the truth in every area of my 
life. 

When I came into the program, I knew in my heart 
that I was finally home. I felt safe for the first time in my life. 
I desperately wanted to stay sober and was willing to do 
whatever I was told. However, being an egomaniac with no 
self-worth, I balked at doing an inventory. 

Finally, the day came. I was either going to drink, or 
I was going to write a Fourth Step and share it with my 
sponsor. 

My biggest secret was the loss of my daughter. I 
finally got everything out, but the wound took years to heal. I 
thought I had forgiven myself many times, but the shame and 
guilt seemed to linger. I felt an empty place in my heart that 
nothing could fill. Today, I realize that God fills the holes in 

my heart if only I seek him. My biggest problem was resolving 
the conflict within myself. I could not understand how 
anyone, including me, would give up a child. My husband and 
I never had children because I did not think deserved to have 
another baby. My selfishness was costly to a lot of people. 

One night I was sitting in a meeting on the Eighth 
Step, when someone said they continued to add to their 
amends list over time in an attempt to become more honest 
in their recovery. I immediately thought of my daughter and 

how I had not known how to make amends, since I had no 
idea where she was. 

The action I took was to call the adoption agency 
and ask to place information about myself on file. I did not 
want to search for her, but I wanted her to be able to know 
who I was if she ever decided to look for me. They sent me a 
legal form to complete that I held for several years. My fear 
that she would hate me was very great for a long time. 

In 1992, I filled out the form, wrote a letter to my 
daughter about myself, and enclosed some photographs. I got 
on my knees and asked God only for his will to be done. I felt 
a sense of freedom because this was my attempt at amends. 
I went on with my life and recovery. On her birthday, I 
usually wrote to my precious child in my journal. I knew that 
God was totally in charge of the outcome. Each time I talked 
about my daughter I felt a bit lighter. I remember leading an 
Eighth Step meeting and talking about the loss. Several other 
people in the meeting shared about losing their children 
because of alcoholism. I was not alone anymore. 

In 1994, I received a telephone call from the 
adoption agency. 

"Pat, this is a wonderful day," the woman said. "Your 
daughter wants to talk with you, and she wants to meet you." 

We set up a call time for that very night; I cried for 
the rest of the day. My AA sponsor and my sponsor from 
another program came to my apartment to support me. I 
prayed for guidance and strength. 

The phone rang and I heard her voice, which 

sounded a lot like my own. I answered her questions and 
began a relationship that is absolutely awesome. She sent 
pictures of herself, and our resemblance is remarkable. I flew 
to the city where she lives to meet her. 

I spent that weekend in the middle of Step Nine. I 
did not excuse my behavior, I did not blame my alcoholism, 
and I knew that I had to be very honest with her. We talked 
for hours and hours and we both cried a lot. She is a beautiful 
woman with a forgiving heart and soul. Her family had always 
told her she was a gift, and that I loved her very much. 

My perception of her feelings was completely wrong. 
She had never felt anything except love and curiosity about 
me. Her adoptive mother and I have a wonderful relationship 
and have spent time together. She did a beautiful job raising 
my daughter, and I owe her a huge debt of gratitude. 
Everyone in my daughter's family has welcomed me with 
unconditional love. 

Since our first meeting was about getting the truth 
out, our relationship has not been mired with excess 
baggage. We have a very special bond as friends who 
respect, honor, and love the women we have become. I 
attended her college graduation and her wedding. We talk on 
the phone often, and she really enjoys coming to visit me. 

She has often commented about the quality of my 
relationship with women in AA. Ironically, she came into my 
life at a time when I have less materially in recovery than I 
have ever had. I know that God wants me to just be me, 
without any trimmings. I have been available to her on a 
deep emotional level, and have not tried to control one aspect 
of this relationship, which is a miracle. In my heart of hearts, 
I understand that this is another precious gift from God, and 
that is how I treat her. The hole in my heart is filled and 
overflows with love today. 

None of this would have been possible without the 
other gift in my life: sobriety and the program of Alcoholics 
Anonymous. I feel divine forgiveness and sometimes believe 
I'm the luckiest mom in the world. Recently, I got a card from 
her that said: "I am so lucky because I have two wonderful 
mothers." 

 
-- Pat T., Houston, TX 

Copyright © The AA Grapevine, Inc. (February 2006).  
Reprinted with permission 
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Business Meeting Minutes January 1, 2019 @ Alano Club in Sparks, NV 
Paul M. opened the meeting at 6:37 with the Serenity Prayer. Preamble of NNIG was read by Paul E.12 Traditions 

was read by Ronda. 

Minutes-Motion to defer by Ron, 2nd by A.J. approval of minutes until next business meeting as the Intergroup reps 

have not had time to review them.  Motion passed.  Minutes will be approved/disapproved at February’s business. 

Treasurers Report-Kathy reported on the finances of NNIG.  Motion to accept by Ron, 2nd by A.J.  Motion passed.  

Full financial report may be reviewed in the Bracer. 

MONTHLY REPORT  
Central Office Report given by Ronda.  January 1, 2019. Volunteer hours- 170  hours Calls into Central Office: Calls 

for AA help – 5 Calls for Alanon/Alateen – 1 Meeting information- 35 Retail / merchandise- 19 Other 12 step 

programs- 1 Events – 5 Business/Central office- 63Visitors – 193 

Kind of slow for December with all the holidays but we are looking forward to this New Year. So many new things 

for NNIG and Central Office. The new website will be launched early this year and we are getting an Archives 

Committee established. There are four new or updated pamphlets, “Women in AA”, “The ‘God‘ Word”, “ AA for 

Alcoholics with Mental Issues”, and “ LGBTQ Alcoholics in AA” and a new Grapevine book  “One Big Tent” come 

in to the office and check them out. This year at the office we are going to focus on commutation and involvement. If 

there is any information any one feels is important please pass it on to the office and as always if there is anything 

we at Central Office can do to help an individual  or a group please call, email or stop by.  

Activities Chair- Tina reported she has a contract with the City of Reno for Corned Beef and Cribbage.  This 

function will be held on March 9, 2019 at the California Building in Idelwild Park 

Answering Service not present 

Bracer-not present 

Cooperation with the Professional Community-Ben M  Not present 

Public Information-Tom B.  Tom advised the committee has gone to 5 high schools in Washoe County.  He is 

setting up dates for the rest of the High Schools.  They will start over during the next semester as they will have 

different students. 

Corrections Cyndy reported for the Corrections Chair.  There will be an orientation for Washoe County Jail, 911 

Parr Blvd n 2/23/19 from 8-5. 

Treatment – Open position, however, Dru has been taking care of everything.  Ryan S. is interested in this position 

but was not present at the meeting. 

Bridging the Gap- Cyndy I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the Fellowship members who make the 

Bridging the Gap program in the Reno/Sparks and Carson City area run so smoothly. The presenters are always 

available for their presentations and show up early to set up the DVD player so that the presentation starts on time. In 

the last few months we streamlined the process, with a few hiccups and no one complained about. I cannot thank all 

of enough.  Additionally, all of you took on the extra responsibility of finding your own speakers for the 

presentations, which was an additional relief for me because I am still new to the area and don’t have many contacts. 

WOW! You made that part of my commitment so much easier! Thank you all so much. And thank you speakers for 

being available to share your experience, strength and hope to potential newcomers. For some of these people, you 

may be the only Big Book they read for some time and I know you carry a wonderful AA message. Thank you. Then 

there are my Temporary Contacts and the Coordinator who keeps that end of the program running. Thank you for 

sharing your difficulties and concerns that were hampering your efforts to connect with the newcomers and getting 

to the meetings. Your role is so crucial to the Bridging the Gap program and whatever effort I, and any person who is 

doing service beyond the group level need to make in order for the real 12th Step work to be carried out, it is our 

responsibility to make sure we step up and do it!  Thank you for your service to the newcomer and to Bridging the 

Gap. I am so grateful. And therein is my New Year message. I am grateful for this Fellowship that I serve with and 

serve. I was told when I got sober that in order to keep it, I had to give it away.  Thank you for allowing me to do 

that and in doing so, stay sober.  

Archives-Cyndy Ronda and I have completed the budget and placed the order for supplies.  I have been in contact 

with both the GSO Archive Department and the Area 42 Archivist and am eagerly awaiting responses from both 

regarding any information they have about NNIG; specifically its origins.  It is my understanding that GSO Archives 

may have a letter that dates back before NNIG was formed asking about meetings in the Reno-Sparks area.  We are 

also in the process of compiling a list of long-timers who may have information about the formation of NNIG.  This  
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list will serve a dual purpose as it will also provide the names of those people that we will interview for the Oral 

History project as well as providing us with people who can help give us history on NNIG and AA in the Reno-

Sparks area. We also have a flier available for you to take back to your groups for anyone who might be interested in 

joining the Archives Committee. I will be attending the Symposium on A.A. History Feb. 1-3. The GSO Archivist, 

Michelle Mirza will be doing a presentation on Dr. Bob’s letters.  I have met Michelle several times and am looking 

forward to seeing her again as well as learning about Dr. Bob’s letters.  There will be several other workshops,  

including a presentation from the two producers of the Emmy award winning PBS documentary Bill W.: The 

Creative Force Behind Alcoholics Anonymous, Why Study A.A. History, Early Group Problems and The Untold 

Story of A.A. in San Quentin Prison. I am looking forward to the “working” weekend and reporting back to the 

NNIG representatives what I learn. If you are interested in joining the AdHoc Archives Committee, have archive 

materials such as an old flier, meeting schedule or book that you would like to contribute to the archives or have 

questions about archives or what the committee is working on, please feel free to contact me @ 

faithgrows95@gmail.com 

H&I Treasurer Report- Cyndy reported for Dru.  Per Dru, we received $1497.72 in contributions.  Dru sent out 

$5019.71 in books and literature in December.  This leaves a balance of $905.74 in H&I literature. Monthly 

Speaker Meeting-Brian A as reported by Barbara M., Speaker Meeting is this Saturday< December 8, 2018.  

Meeting will be held at the Silver Legacy, speaker is Wesley I. from Casabasa, CA 

Speaker Chair- not present.  Reported by Kathy, the Support Hose Group is hosting the next Intergroup Speaker 

Meeting.  Meeting will be held at the Silver Legacy.  A no host dinner will be at 5:30 with the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

Sunshine Committee- Staci advised she had zero calls this past month.  Please get the word out to people who can 

use a meeting brought in to them.  At least a visit from an AA member. 

Web-Master Ollie was not present, however, Marshall was able to report he has been working with Ollie on the new 

website.   

Northern Nevada Area 42 Liaison- -Pat S. My name is Pat. I’m an alcoholic and serve as the new liaison between 

NNIG and NAGSC (Northern Area General Service Committee). I will also be your link to all of General Service. 

First, thanks to Chris S. for his service the past two years as your liaison.  He’s left some very big boots to fill. Chris 

is now the chair for NAGSC. 

I’d like to quote a passage from AA Guidelines, a publication of the General Service Office: “Communication is the 

key to working together – Central Office or Intergroup Office and the General Service Area Committee or the 

District Committee and the General Service Office of A.A.” It goes on to state: “Central offices and general service 

area committees are complementary.” That will be my mission: to inform you what is happening in General Service 

and to inform NAGSC what we are doing here. Since I am also my home group Intergroup Rep I’ll be a part of the 

process: debate and voting. I look forward to being of service to both entities. For your calendar: The next NAGSC 

meeting will be March 9 at a location yet to be determined. The next Area 42 gathering is our pre-conference 

Assembly April 5-7 in Tonopah. Pacific Region Alcoholics Anonymous Service Assembly will be March 1-3 in 

Irvine, CA. Thank you for this opportunity to be of service.  

RENVYPAA Liaison Not Present 

TITYPAA Liaison –Not Present 

STEERING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Secretary-Barbara advised of the new Secretary e-mail and requested all reports be sent to her at this e-mail address: 

NNIGSecretary2018.  All groups need to be registered, if you are not sure of your group number, please check with 

Barbara. 

Chairman-Paul reported he is still working with the Central Office Management Company on the new 5 year lease.  

He will not sign a new lease until the promised work has been completed.  Paul also reported on the issue with the 

Bylaws.  He and Pat B. have been communicating via e-mail on this issue.  There was an error when the by-laws 

were posted on our website.  Paul requested the body be patient and wait until the Steering committee could meet 

and discuss this issue.  There was more NOT so loving discussion on this issue. 

Old Business Ollie and Marshall are getting the new website built.  We have paid for the new carrier. 

Meeting closed at 7:47 with the Responsibility Pledge 

NNIG STEERING COMMITTEE MINUTES 
No Meeting was held due to Christmas Holiday. 
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